Synthesis of the 3-aza-[7]-paracyclophane core of haouamine A and B.
[reaction: see text] The synthesis of the highly strained 3-aza-[7]-paracyclophane core of haouamines A and B is based on a macrocyclization-aromatization protocol, allowing for a stepwise increase in ring strain and establishing the oxygenation pattern of the natural products.